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Such legal precepts a8 innocent until proven guilty,
the right to trial by a jury of peers, the right to face one's
accupers and prq{ect!on against self-incrimination
are nonexistent for Palestinians.

THE MIDDLE EAST

The inhumanity
of Israeli prisons

Palestinian inmates suffer cruelty, deprivation

By George Katsiaflcas

he six-month-long spot-

light on the Palestintan

uprising In the West Bank

and Gaza has raised

many difficull Issues for
Israel. One of the most troubling is the
systematic mistreatmenl and torture
of thousands of Palestinians in Israel|
prisons.

Since 1967, mare than 300.000
Palestinian men, women and chil-
dren, roughly one-fIlith of the entire
population of the Wesl Bank and
Gaza, have been imprisoned in Israell
Jalls. Practically every family has had
one of Its members imprisoned

According tp Israel] figures re-
leased in April. th're are now al least
10.600 Palesllnlun& in Isracl custody.
making the proportion of their prison

population higher than that ot South
African blacks.

Many Palestinians have alread,
died in [sraell prisons and detentlon
cenlers, and many more have been
physically debllitated or disfigured.
psychologically scarred or driven In
sane, raped. gassed. beaten. burnt
with clgarettes, hooded with excre
ment-soaked material, bitten by dogs
and had clectric current driven
through thelr bodies. The Israells be
lleve they can break the spirit of the
resistance through these measures.
but the net effect of their brutality has
been Lo create a population thal has
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nothing to lose and Is therefore unafraid
to fight tanks with slingshats.

. Palestintan prisoners are not only sub-
Jected lo beatings and varlous forms of
torture. they are denied adequale food
and medical care They live under condl-
tions of horrific overcrowding and defl-
clent sanitation, and even minimal stan-
dards regarding the (reatment of prison-
ers - adequale food and water, a mini-
mum of space, tollet lacilitles, family visi-
tatlon, reading malerial. proper lighting
and ventilation - are elther scantily pro-
vided or not provided al all it goes with-
out saying that such American legal pre-
cepts as Innocent untll proven guilty, the-
right to trial by a jury of peers. the right
to face one’s accusers and protection
against sell-incrimination are nonexls-
ent.

According Lo Joseph Algazy. secrelary
of the lsraell League for Human and Civil
Rights, the prisoners’ health Is often pre
carious, not only because of the deficient
dlel but also as a result of the lack of sun

and ventilation, the overcrowding of the
cells and the absence of tollets in many of
the jails.

Palestinlans arrested In the West
Bank and Gaza are In an even worse situ-
atlon. Residents of the occupled territor-
les can be arrested without charges and
Jalled without trial for a six-maonth period
of “"administrative detentlon.” a Jall sen-
tence that can be extended again and
again al the whim of the Israell mililary

Ironically, in 1951, the Knessel. lsra-
el's parliament, declared that the laws
now In force In the occupled territorles
“are Incompatible with the principles of a
democrallc state.” But the Israell authori-
ties attempt to justily these measures by
charging Individuals whose detentlon Is
questioned with being “terrorists.” mem
bers of “illegal organizations™ or “oppos-
ing the occupation.”

Reports of torture, beatings

The worst aspect of prison conditions
in Israel Is the systematic physical and
psychological mistreatment of prisoners.
As carly as 1968. the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross published a reporl
documentaling the lechnlgues ol torture
in Nablus prison, which took (he follow
ing forms: burns from cigaretles and

Israel's failure, despite a
growing file of evidence of
mistreatment and torture,

to agree to an indepen-
dent inquiry into its pris-
on system remains a ma-
jor obstacle toward estab-
lishing humane stan-
dards for the treatment of
its prisoners.

fires: beatings on the sexual organs dellv-
ered with sleel rods: dog bites; use of elec-
tric shock on the temples. mouth, chest
and genltals: shackling and blindfalding
of prisoners for days.

The government of Israel denied the
truthfulness of the Red Cross reporl, and,

Israeli soldiers with a suspected Palestinlan terrorist.
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two years later. the lsraells simllarly
stonewalled an extensive file of evidence
compiled by Amnesty International,
which documented the "brutal torture”
of Arab prisoners In Israel. In 1975, when
a United Natlons committee reported that
“physical violence” was used “very fre-
quently” against Palestinlan prisoners,
Israel again denled any wrongdoing and
refused (6 allow an independent investi-
gation of Its prisons. Finally. In 1977, the
now-famous London Sunday Times re-
port was published, implicating the pria-
on syslem In Israel In a campa'gn of tor-
ture "organized so methodically that It
cannot be dismissed as a handful of
‘rogue cops' exceeding orders.”” Once
agaln, of course, lsrael categorically de-
nled the reports of torture, but the Swiss
Leayue for Human Rights concurred with
the Times report and stated that "torture
is commonly and systematically prac-
ticed.”

Only in 1980, when the American me-
dia carrled Lhe story ol two Paleslinlans
who were klilled in Israell prisons, were
some reforms Introduced, reforms that
also colncided with the Camp David peace
accords. These reforms appear to have
limited the number of cases of electric-
shock torture, although other forms of
torture were substituted.

As a new generallon grew up under oc-
cupatlon, reports of torture began lo fo-
cus on Al Fara'a and Ansar 2, delention
cenlers where the Inmales are primarily
teen-agers. In March 1984, the lsraell
League for Human and Civil Rights re-
porled that delainees In Al Fara'a were
subject to "torture, brutalily and Inhu-
man conditions,” conditions which were
designed to "break Lhe detalnees.” A re-
port by the Geneva-based Internatlonal
Commisslon of Jurists also found that
Fara'a was "'nol a normal prison bul an
Intimidation center.” a fact verified by af-
fidavils from 20 youths who clalmed they
were severely beaten, forced lo sleep on
urine-drenched floors, sexually molested
or otherwise mistreated,

The latest report of lorture was re-
leased in November 1987, when the Lan-
dau Commission, an official panel of the
Israell government, verified the fact that
for almost two decades, the Shin Bet, the
Israell equivalent of the FBI. had routine-
ly used “'physical pressure’ during Inter-
rogations and consistently lied in court
about how “confesslons'' had been ob-
tained. Although the Landau report docu-
mented systematic perjury and brutal in-
terrogation methods, it also recommend-
ed Lhat "“no criminal action be taken or be
allowed against the Shin Bet operatives”
because of “the necessity of preventing
rampant terrorism."”

Reports of prisoners gassed

In order to appreclate further the de-
gree to which the state of Jsrael has be-
come thal which It should most obvlously
detest, one more example is needed: th
use of gas on prisoners. As carly as 1977\

Chip Hires/Gamma Liatson
An leraeli prison in Nablus.

the London Times documented Lhis tech-
nique of torture, but mare recent reports
indicate that the use of gas, or "Ya'akob
son" as It Is called. probably after iis (n-
venlor, Is becoming more common. In
January 1984, the Israell League for Hu
man and Civil Rights published a docu-
menl In which Baruch Meirl. correspon-
dent for Ma’ariv. Intervicwed a prison
guard:

"Those who are outside find It difficult
to believe that such a thing could happen
here, in a country In which there are so
many people who have sufflered or losl
thelr familles In gas chambers In Eu-
rope,”’ the guard was quoled as saying.
", .. It s true thal gas Is used In prisons.
But as far as | have seen. It |s only used (n
cases of prisoners’ riots or gang fights.”

The tragedy that has befallen Lhe peo-
ple of Palestine (inds no more cruel chap-
ter than in the treatment of those unfor-
tunate enough to have been arrested by
Israel. Given the growing [lle of evidence
of mistreatment and torture in Israelt
prisons. it would appear that Unlited
Stales human-rights criteria for ald. cri-
teria that legally apply to all countrles re-
celving taxpayers’ money. have nol been
enforced with regard to Israel. This Is un-
fortunate. not only for the Palestinlans in
Israeli jalls, but also for the citizens of the
United States. whose tax dollars help fI-
nance these jalls. Israel's fatlure Lo agree
to an Independent Inquiry into Its prison
system remalns a major obstacle toward
establishing humane standards for the
treatment of its prisoners only as long as
the United States allows Lhe current situ-
ation to continue.
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Israel’s record on the

Publishing misleading Infor-
matlon could be either an editor's
carelessness or an attempt at de-
liberate disinformation on the
part of the writer. The Globe ap-
parently did both when it pub-
lished the June 5 article by George
Katsiaficas “Inhumanity of Israely
prisons.” The Globe's readiness to
use baseless allegations, exaggera-
tions and fabrications s at best
unfortunate, -

Some of the crude falsehoods in
what the writer.calls "the warst
aspects of prison conditions” are

supposedly based on a 1968 Inter-

natlonal Red Cross report; howev-
er, that report contains no refer-
ence to any of the outrageous alle-
gations attributed to It by the
writer. Instead, those allegations
are quoted, with no attribution,
from a brochure published In
1969 by Jordan and some other
members of the Arab League.

During its 1969 convention in
Istanbul, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross banned
distribution of that orochure be-
cause it was based on misinforma-
tlan and propaganda.

Especlally preposterous Is the
attempt to confuse the use of tear
gas, which Is common practice
worldwide in prison-riot control,
with the use of poisonous gas by
the Nazis against the Jews.

Numbers, “facts” and conclu-
sions are drawn In the rest of the
article in the same faulty, tenden-
tious manner. In fact, Israel has
made a unique agreement with
the ICRC to allow the monitoring
of conditions of detainment. Un-
der the terms of this agreement,
delegates from the ICRC are per-
mitted to meet with security de-
tainees on a regular basis. Doctors
approved by the ICRC are permit-
ted to examine detainees. who
may complatn of improper treat-
ment. Complaints made to the
ICRC are Investigated by the Israe-
It authorities.

ghts of its prisoners

Far from the exaggerated fig-
ures quoted by the Globe article,
fewer than 5,800 security detain-
€es-are in any form of imprison-
ment n Israel today. Both the
military administration and the
Prison authorities are committed
to granting detainees their full
rights according to the regula-
tions: food, water, sanitary facili-
tles, ‘medical treatment and legal
aid.

Subject to proper behavior, de-
tainees are entitled to regular fam-
ily visits, gifts, studles, musia,
television, books and pera,
There is a constant effort to avold
violence between prisoners, by
providing separate rooms to those
who complain of threats by their
fellow inmates, .

The rights granted to detatnees
are subject to regular inspection
by the Israel state controller, In-
ternational Red Cross teams and-
representatives of the Israel Hu-
man Rights Association, Any alle-
gation is investigated thoroughly.
Proper measures are taken when-
éver a case of mistreatment of a
prisoner is proven.

It should be kept in mind that
for some of the detainees, among
them convicted terrorists, lying
comes easily. False complaints
and misinformation about prison
conditions serve both personal
and political goals.

A subtitle of the article deals
with “Israell refusal to agree to an

independent inquiry Into the pris- |

on system.” In fact, more interna-
tional inquiry misstons visited Is-
raell prisons than the prisons in
all Arab countries (Including Syr-
la, South Yemen and Iran).

As a free. open democracy, [s-
rael Is highly exposed to world me-

"dia coverage. This openness

should not be exploited by those
seeking a platform to defame Isra-
el. .

ITZHAK OREN
Consul of Israel
Boston

Why US corporations stay away from cities -

When Digital Equipment Com-
Pany announced recently that it

Its Roxbury manufacturing plant.
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by the Arias peace process, the
Reagan administration has
chosen a petty revenge: stop-
ping the Veterans' Peace Con-
voy on its way to deliver hu-
manitarian aid to the people -
particularly the children — who
have suffered most from the
war.

The convoy |8 carrying "“oats
for peace,” medical supplies,
medical equipment and clothes.
Among the vehicles i3 an an-
cient but still functional orange
school bus, intended by the
Newton Sister City Program for
the children of San Juan del
Sur.

All across the country, the
convoy has been greeted with
enthuslastic rallles - as the
American people express their
friendship for the beleaguered
people of Nicaragua and their
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Using the Customs Service
as {ts tool, the administration
first agreed to let the convoy
pass without restrictions; five
hours later it reversed its deci-
sion. Convoy members have
been In Washington lobbying
Congress for an end to the em-
bargo.

Unwilling to let the needy
children of Nicaragua suffer
from the teasing behavior of the
Reagan administration, mem-
bers of the convoy have shipped
the oats, medical supplies and
clothing directly, but the vehi-
cles, so essential to schools and
hospitals and villages without
public transportation, still can-
not pass.

DAVID and MARGARET

GULLETTE
Newton Sister City Program

Newton jLU!e J.?I {q}

Allegations that shocked for their falsehood

The June 5 Focus article “The
inhumanity of Israell prisons.” by
George Katsiaficas, was nothing
more than a thinly veiled attempt
to discredit Israel by an author
with pronounced anti-Zionist be-
liefs. Both the article - replete
with falsehoods and malicious in-
nuendo - and the author himself
- a college professor and self-
styled expert on the “New Left"” -
need to be unmasked. The Globe's
decision to publish the article gave
Katsiaflcas's statements a level of
credibility they do not deserve.

Katsiaficas's self-proclaimed
“expose” sought to condemn Isra-
el's treatment of Palestinians dur-
ing the uprising of the past six
months. In the article’s first para-
graph, the author alleged that
there has been '‘systematic mis-
treatment and torture of thou-
sands of Palestinfans In Israeli
prisons.” Katsiaficas then went
on to add that this “torture” has
included a number of barbaric
acts, including the “gassing’ and
“disfigur{ing]” of prisoners in Is-
raell custody. :

The author's allegations are
shocking, not for their accuracy,
but for their falsehood. Katsiafi-
cas claimed no personal exper-
{ence nor displayed any special ex-
pertise supporting the reporter’s
posture he took in the article. In-
stead. he pointed to a 1968 Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross report. which. according to
Katsiaficas. documents the tor-
ture of Israell prisoners. In fact.

the report makes no such find-
Ings. :

Katsiaficas's gross exaggera-
tions and misleading statements °
appear designed more to promote
his own anti-Zlonist philosaphy
than to advance the cause of the
Palestinians. This is not surpris-
ing for a man who proclaimed
that *‘Henry Kissinger [was] one of
the great mass murderers of histo-
ry” and that “Robert Kennedy
was killed because of his support
for Israel.” - )

These and other equally bi-
zarre views are found in his book,

- "The Imagination of the New Left:

A Global Analysis of 1968," cited
in the credits to the Globe article.

Israel’s handling of Palestinian
rioting on the West Bank and in
Gaza has aroused controversy
both inside Israel and In the US.
Such disagreements over impor-

tant policy decisions deserve pub- .

lic discussion: however, the promi-
nence given to Katsiaflcas's base-
less accusations devalues respon-
sible commentary.

The article is a crude attempt
to discredit Israel through the use
of “New Left" dogma masquerad-
ing as academic commentary. It
does nothing to advance a rea-
soned debate addressing impor-
tant issues confronting both Pal-

estinians and Israells.
MICHAEL N. SHEETZ
Civil Rights Committee
Antl-Defamation League
of B'nal B'rith
Boston .
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{s not elitist is stupid. Of course
it's elitist, and that's why it main-
tains its reputation. As for Brook-
line’s tradition of tolerance, it ¢ x-
ists superficially because peopie
here are more likely to align them-
selves on a monetary basis rather
than an ethnic or religious one.

Qur “tradition of tolerance"
translates Into "It's every person
for himself or herself.” This town
is fragmented by internecine
squabbles between the various
precincts, some of which are domi-
nated by cliques motivated more
by power-wielding than pubiic
service.

For sure, George Bush does not
“owe Brookline an apology.™

ALEXANDRA MARK

Brookline

ESL course to be cut

I've heard that the day
program of English as a Second
Language at North Shore Commu-
nity College will be cut 50 percent.
This is terrible news for my fam-
ily. My parents and I came to the
US from Russia two months ago.

My parents don't know English
I geny

We hoped that we could study
English at the college, but after
two months of waiting we heard
the bad news. My parents are en-
gineers, but obvicusly they canno
get a job without knowing Eng

I have heard some “politicians
complain about toa many peopit
being on welfare. But at the sam
time the government i{ncrease:
welfare. Ultimately, it Is more ex
pensive to cut the money for ESL
to spend more money for welfare
and to lose well-educated special
Ists.

MICHAEL FELDMARM
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Charges irrelevant to issue of torture in Israel

The responses of Itzhak Oren.
the lsraell consul in Boston, and
Michael Sheetz of the Anti-Defa-
mation League to my Globe article
are verification of Israel's refusal
to be truthful about its prisons or
to tolerate independent scrutiny of
its treatment of Inmates.

Both the consul and Sheetz as-
sert that the 1968 International
Committee of the Red Cross report
contains no reference to torture in
Nablus prison. After extended tele-
phone conversations with the Is-
raell consulate, it became appar-
ent that Oren and Sheetz were re-
ferring to the 1968 annual report
of the ICRC.

In my June 5 article. | wrote
that "As early as 1968. the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross published a report docu-
menting the techniques of torture
in Nablus prison ...."” This refer-
ence was to the Feb. 26. 1968,
ICRC report on Nablus, which do-
cumented the specific forms of tor-
ture perpetrated on Palestinlan
prisoners.

My word-for-word source can
be found at the Baston Public LI-
brary. specifically United Nations
Document A/8089, 25th Session,

p. 43. As the consul Is well aware, -

the ICRC keeps its reports of tor-
ture eonfidential In order to pro-
tect prisoners from reprisals. The
ICRC was concerned with the Is-
sue of confidentiality. not the
t-uthfulness of the report. as the
consul maintainer. In fact, the UN
report, published in 1971, states
clearly that "[n)one of the reports
quoted in this publication have
been refuted.”

" Glven the clear documentation

of torture in Israel. one wonders if
the consul will continue to claim
that these reports have been refut-
ed. Given his track record, the
consul will probably claim that
my article has been refuted.
. Oren seems (o belleve that stir-
ring up controversy without merit
Is the same thing as refuting facts.
Nowhere in his statement, howev-
er. does the consul deny that more
than 300.000 Palestinians have
been imprisoned since 1967 or the
existence of torture in Israel. nor
could he deny it since the Israell
government's own Landau Com-
mission last year verified reports
which the Israelis had long brand-
ed as untrue.

The consul states that “fewer
than 5.800 security detainees are
in any form of Imprisonment in Is-
rael today.” My figure of 10.600
was released by Yitzhak Rabin, Is-
rael’s minister of defense, on April
28, 1988.

The consul asserts that “dele-
gates from the ICRC are permitted
to meet with security detainees on
a regular basis.” The 1983 Annu-
al Report of the ICRC [p. 67], how-
ever, states that the ICRC was no-
tified by the authorities of only
16.6 percent of the detainees un-

der interrogation in the West
Bank.

The consul Informs us that the
Israell authorities grant “detain-
ees their full rights according to
the regulations.” He neglects to
mention what the regulstions arc.
In fact. lsrael continues to deny
that the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tion of 1949 applies to its prison-
ers. The consul's assertion that
prisoners are treated humanely is
absurd.

To name just one example. at
Ansar prison camp In the Negev
desert. more than 2,000 prisoners
are held In tents in an area where
the temperature is often around
120 degrees. According to The
New York Times. these prisoners
complain of inadequate water and
are allowed "no personal posses-
sions - not even a bnok, a radio or
a wristwatch.”

In his letter. Sheetz asserts
that my “self-proclaimed ‘expose’
sought to condemn Israel's treat-
ment of Palestinians during the
uprising of the last six months.”
This is untrue. | document torture
for 20 years. not six months: my
article did not claim to be an ex-
pose. since it used material pub-
lished by the US Senate. the ICRC.
the UN, the Swiss League for Hu-
man Rights. Amnesty Interna-
tional. the lsraell League for Hu-
man and Civil Rights and numer-
ous lsraell newspapers.

Sheetz lifts statements out of
context from my book and attacks
me personally. Even If his charges
had any merit, they are Irrelevant
to the issue of torture in Israel.
When an "‘anti-defamation’’
league writes such a defamatory
letter, what does It say about its
credibility?

The consul asserts that “for
some of the detainees. among
them convicted terrorists, lying
comes easily.” This is the most
blatant example of the anti-Arab
prejudice that underlies the con-
sul’s entire analysis.

GEORGE KATSIAFICAS
Associate professor
Wentworth Institute

of Technology
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